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FOREWORD  

An introduction to DATE  

1. The OPFOR doctrine is comprehensively described in the two major relevant U.S. Army publications   
(TC 7-100.2 Opposing Force Tactics and FM 7-100.1 Opposing Forces Operations) and duplicated on the ODIN 
website, but generally it does not provide information below company/combat team level. However, there are 
a range of multimedia products, both available and being developed, that show tactics at company level and 
below. 

2. ¢ƘŜ htChw ΨŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΩ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ ŀ ŘƛǎǘƛƴŎǘ ŜƴŜƳȅ ƳŜǘƘƻŘΣ ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ƛŘŜŀ ƻŦ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴŀƭ 
tactics which specifies how enemy commanders will use different tactical actions as building blocks to flexibly 
build a plan with. Similarly, their concepts like systems warfare lead to a different targeting focus than in many 
western militaries. However, in order to present a pacing adaptive enemy, the doctrine has been written 
deliberately to avoid the kind of prescriptive guidance that was available for enemies based on the Soviet 
military.  

3. The DATE enemy OPFOR operations and tactics doctrine is generic. As a principle, the variation between 
different adversaries is driven by their different intentions, equipment and ORBAT. This means that all DATE 
ŜƴŜƳȅ ŦƻǊŎŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǎǎŜƴǘƛŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ΨŘƻŎǘǊƛƴŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΩ ǘƻ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀŎǘƛŎǎΣ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊǳŎƛŀƭ 
caveat 'unless oǘƘŜǊǿƛǎŜκŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘΩΦ  

4. The following information on the North Torbian tactics, techniques and procedures is intended to fill a 
ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ƎŀǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǾŜƭ ƻŦ ŘŜǘŀƛƭ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ htChwΦ Lǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ ΨŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŜŘΩ ŜȄǘǊŀ 
detail and/or local variation, over and above the generic OPFOR information. Importantly, the content has 
been selected to meet training establishments immediate needs, while limiting the total amount of material in 
order to avoid contradiction with new OPFOR information generated elsewhere.
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Chapter 1 ς Tactics, Techniques and Procedures 

Notes on North Torbian minor tactics  

1. Tactical dominance is considered a psychological effect. The objective is to either overwhelm the enemy 
commander's cognition with concurrent threats or present them with ambiguity and multiple dilemmas. In the 
attack and defence, the plan should ensure that once surprise is lost, the enemy should experience events and 
effects from multiple directions concurrently or in quick succession.  

2. The commander is almost always either centrally located ready to move to the point of main effort, or 
close to the front of the formation to ensure correct navigation and be able to make tactical judgements 
quickly. In contact they will move to the point of main effort or with the assault force. 

3. The emphasis in organizing dismounted minor tactics is on exploiting the most potent weapons. This is 
reflected in section groupings based around launcher and machine gun groups, with launchers referring to both 
tube launched weapons as well as handheld and high velocity grenade launchers.  

4. In the mechanised section, the vehicle is regarded as the pre-eminent weapon, with the enduring task of 
the infantry being to protect the vehicle so that it's weapon systems can defeat the enemy. In most 
circumstances the section commander will remain mounted to fight the section.  

5. The immediate response to contact is aggression. At very close quarters it is an immediate assault, 
otherwise it is immediate engagement with explosive and white phosphorus munitions. The intention is to 
immediately inflict shock and obscure friendly troops caught in fire pockets.  

6. Envelopment is always favoured, especially the double envelopment. The risk of fratricide is 
acknowledged but regarded as small and acceptable for the great benefits offered.  

7. In the assault, the North Torbians prefer to hug supporting fire and move close to direct fire, accepting 
casualties in order to be able to rapidly close with a suppressed enemy.  

8. In this document the word team is used to describe the elements smaller than a section. This differs 
from OPFOR doctrine which calls everything smaller than a company an element, but it is consistent with our 
own practice and therefore easier for the military reader. 
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Chapter 2 ς FORMATIONS 

Basic Formations 
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Mechanised Section dismounted formation and Immediate Action to contact in close country 
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Chapter 5 CLOSE COUNTRY DISMOUNTED ACTIONS 
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