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FOREWORD

An introduction to DATE

1. The OPFOR doctrine is comprebgply described in the two major relevant U.S. Army publications

(TC #100.2 Opposing Force Tactics and FID®.1 Opposing Forces Operations) and duplicated on the ODIN
website, but generally it does not provide information below company/combat teawl I¢lowever, there are

a range of multimedia products, both available and being developed, that show tactics at company level and
below.

2. ¢KS htChw WR2OGNRAYIf I LIINRIOKQ LINBaSyda I RAalAyOl

tactics which spefies how enemy commanders will use different tactical actions as building blocks to flexibly
build a plan with. Similarly, their concepts like systems warfare lead to a different targeting focus than in many
western militaries. However, in order to presempacing adaptive enemy, the doctrine has been written
deliberately to avoid the kind of prescriptive guidance that was available for enemies based ®ovike

military.

3. The DATE enemy OPFOR operations and tactics doctrine is generic. As a phiecigleation between
different adversaries is driven by their different intentions, equipment and ORBAT. This means that all DATE

SySvye FT2NDS83 KI 9S8 SaasSyidaltte GKS alYS oFard WR203GNR

caveat'unlessO KSNB A &Skl RRAGAZ2YFff& ALISOATASRQO

4, The following information on the North Torbigactics, techniques and procedures is intended to fill a
OdzNNBy G 3L LI Ay (GKS tS@St 2F RSUGFAf LINRPOGARSR | 062 dzi
detail and/or local variation, over and above the generic OPFOR information. Importantly, the content has
been selected to meet training establishments immediate needs, while linthia¢otal amount of material in

order to avoid contradiction with new OPFOR mfiation generated elsewhere.
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Chapter 1¢ Tactics, Techniques and Procedures
Notes on North Torbian minor tactics

1. Tactical dominance is considered a psychological effect. The objective is to either overwhelm the enemy
commander's cognitiomith concurrent threats opresent them with ambiguity and multipilemmas. In the

attack and defence, the plan should ensure that once surprise is lost, the enemy should experience events and
effects from multiple directions concurrently or in quick succession.

2. The commander ialmost always either centrally located ready to move to the point of main effort, or
close to the front of the formation to ensure correct navigation and be able to make tactical judgements
quickly. In contact they will move to the point of main effortwith the assault force.

3. The emphasis in organizing dismounted minor tactics is on exploiting the most potent weapons. This is
reflected in section groupings based around launcher and machine gun groups, with launchers referring to both
tube launched weapas as well as handheld and high velogitgnade launchers.

4. In the mechanisedection, the vehicle is regarded as the {gminent weapon, with the enduring task of
the infantry being to protect the vehiclkeo that it's weapon systems can defeat the enemymost
circumstances the section commander will remain mounted to fight the section.

5. The immediate response to contact is aggression. At very close quarters it is an immediate assault,
otherwise it is immediatengagement with explosive and white phogphs munitions. The intention is to
immediately inflict shock and obscure friendly troops cauglitrepockets.

6. Envelopment is always favoured, especially the double envelopment. The risk of fratricide is
acknowledged but regarded as small and accepgtébt the great benefits offered.

7. In the assault, the North Torbiapsefer to hug supporting fire and move close to direct fire, accepting
casualties in order to be able to rapidly close with a suppressed enemy.

8. In this document the word team is useddescribe the elements smaller than a section. This differs
from OPFOR doctrine which calls everything smaller than a company an element, but it is consistent with our
own practice and thereforeasier for the military reader.
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Chapter 2¢c FORMATIONS
Basic Formatits

Basic Formations File/Single file formation (close country)

Similar formations are used at Company, Platoon and Section level. The
commander always locates for best control and retains both a UAS and
HE weapon operator immediately to hand to gain the initiative and
situational awareness in a contact. In close country where navigation is 5-75m between platoons,
difficult, the senior commander at any level may move behind the lead 5-25m between sections,
soldiers to navigate. 3-10m between teams

= The wedge is general-purpose for all-round security and balance.
= Echeloning left or right guards against a threat from that flank. 4 2 > o =
= The Vee covers a wider axis of advance. ‘ : . -

= Line formation is typically used for the assault.

= File/Single file is used in close country. The soldiers switch between
file and single file to suit foliage but remain in the element order of
march. In urban areas or on wide tracks and roads, platoon or section
file may be used where complete elements are deployed on opposite

sides of a street or track.
/
< ' -@ < . .@

Line formation
Wedge formation Echelon Left formation

: 150-200m between platoons,

“Vee’ formation

: 50-100m between sections, 150-200m between platoons,
150-200m between platoons, 10-20m between teams 200-350m between front platoons, :
S B 50m between sections,
50-100m between sections . 100m between front sections,
. 10-20m between teams
10-20m between teams ‘ < 10-20m between teams

4--@ “‘@
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Immediate Action:
Contact Close Country

The North Torbian response to ambush or
sudden contact at very close quartersis to
assault firing. Where the ground prevents this,
the Close Country IA is standard at Coy, PIn and
large sections. It also adapts to mine and IED
attacks.

1. The engaged leading element fires smoke
and HE to break clear of the fire
pocket/killing area, preferably on the side
of the track away from the contact. The
commander with the heavy weapon or
weapon group moves forward on to the
contact side of the track and applies fire,
preferably high explosive, ideally
thermobaric. The push forward on the
contact side and the withdrawal on the
opposite one gives a so-called ‘spin” effect

2. The following element closes up on the
outside of the commander and builds a
base of fire, with the point element adding
crossing fire.

3. The commander then decides whether to
assault or break to the rear. If they order
assault, the third element closes up behind
the base of fire from where he leads it to
outflank the enemy. If they order break
then the original point element bounds to
the rear first, after which they lead the
second element to bound past the third

s\
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1- Smoke and ‘spin’ on contact

2- Build base of fire @

@
Assault

Break

3- Assault or Break
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Quick attack from Wedge
Quick Attack from Wedge
The wedge is general-purpose formation that readily o~ ,’\\
allows the commander to manoeuvre uncommitted RN il \'\ S
elements. (WPN\, :0\/:'“\’

The upper diagram shows a typical example where
the point element has come into contact and the
commander leads the remaining elements in a
flanking attack. In this case the weapons team is
deployed on the open flank in order to both provide
both flank security and converging covering fire. This
is similar to Western tactics.

The lower diagram shows a quick attack against an
enemy to one flank, which may provide the
opportunity to rapidly deploy the leading and one
flanking element to provide enveloping fire support.
On coming into contact the commander pushes
elements forward on both flanks of the enemy
position in order to envelop it with fire from different
directions. This achieves fire superiority and security
for the commander to lead the remaining element to
assault between the elements providing fire support.
North Torbians favour this method as it is simple and
fast.

Flanking attack from Wedge

? ~
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Attack with enveloping fire support from Wedge
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Quick Attack from ‘Vee’

The Vee formation covers a wider front and may
provide the opportunity for enveloping with fire
support which North Torbians favour.

The upper diagram shows a typical example where
enemy are contacted forward and centre of the
formation, allowing the commander to push
elements forward on either side until both are able
to provide fire support. They then lead the
remaining element into an assault between the fire
elements, pushing the weapons element forwards in
order to provide both shock effects for the final
assault and a clear signal (to the fire support
element) that this is about to occur

The lower diagram shows a possible quick attack
against an enemy contacted in front of one flank.
The commander leads the remaining elements to
conduct a flanking assault, deploying the weapons
element on the outside flank for both flank security
and to provide final converging fire support.
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Attack with enveloping fire
support from ‘Vee’
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Flanking attack from ‘Vee’
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Chapter 3¢ OFFENSIVE MANOEUVRE
Section Breaidn Drill

SeCtlon Brea k'l n Drl " When attacking prepared positions, keypoints are chosen to be secured first. This is the position or part of a position that gives most

advantage when captured. A section tasked to unlock or break into a defensive position uses a drill. The attack force advances in extended line to the ultimate assault line, either silently

or under supporting covering fire and/or bounding by section fire and movement. The ultimate assault line is chosen to be the closest the assault force can approach to the enemy

forward positions without suffering casualties from flanking supporting explosive fire or its own thermobaric munitions.

1. The launcher team strike the keypoint with a HE/TB and a flame/smoke launcher places isolating smoke behind the keypoint, and the Scout and MG team dash forwards on one flank.

2. The MG team suppresses the key point from the flank while the Scout team provide cover towards depth threats to enable the forward dash of the launcher team.

3. The Scout team dash towards the key point swinging out away from the fire of the MG team to approach the key point at right angles and throw or post grenades or handheld
demolition charges before they enter the enemy position. Subsequent action in enemy positions continues to use explosive charges as the enabling tool.

® ®

3 — Suppress & Cover Keypoint to unlock

Ultimate Assault Line [-———-- -

MG Team

Scontieam Launcher Team
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Platoon Assault: Unlock
from Flank

In an assault the platoon fires and moves as far as the
ultimate assault line, where explosive munitions are
fired. At this point the entire platoon may charge the
enemy position, or continue forwards, firing and
moving in teams, particularly if the enemy position is
not well defined.

However, whenever possible the North Torbians seek
to attack from more than one direction. One way of
following this principle is to attempt to ‘unlock’ the
defence by getting an element forward to provide
local direct fire at right angles to the assault line. This
occurs as follows:

1. The platoon fires and moves as far as the ultimate
assault line where they pause briefly to deliver
explosive fire.

2. The remainder of the platoon engages from this
line while one section on the flank pushes
forwards and unlocks the defence by clearing a
‘key’ positions to its front. The platoon
commander will likely lead this personally and
may take additional fire units forwards to the
unlocking section.

3. This foothold is then used to provide fire onto the
remainder of the position also giving the platoon
commander good control during the fight.

oy,
p Tpeepep—

FL T T T
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Assault
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Launcher
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Scout
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MG
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Scout Team

MG Team

Launcher
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Platoon Assault: Unlock
from the Centre

As previously described, the North Torbian is will
always seek to attack from more than one
direction. Another variation on unlocking the
enemy defence, especially if it is more widely
spread across the frontage of the assault, is to
unlock from the centre. This occurs in the
following way.

1. The platoon fires and moves as far as the
ultimate assault line where they pause briefly
to deliver explosive fire.

2. The remainder of the platoon engages from
this line while the platoon commander leads
the centre section forwards to seize a ‘key’
position in the centre of the enemy defence.
They may pull additional fire units forwards
to the unlocking section to achieve fire
domination.

3. This foothold is then used to provide fire
onto enemy positions to both flanks and the
remainder of the enemy position. The
flanking sections in turn clear the ground to
their front — in this case the right-hand
section.

4. The left-hand section then clears forward.

oy,
N o -
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Chapter AMECHANISED OFFENSIVE MANOEUVRE
Mechanised Platoon Assault: Shock Attack
Mechanised Platoon . -
Assault: Shock Attack e basic - Launcher |0
formation for mechanised assault is an extended line with Vo sl
sections split either side of their AFV, except in smoke i -
when they move behind the vehicle for the first stage. This D L } =
is used against poorly prepared and/or ill-defined [|
objectives, especially as part of a company level attack. As : o)
it name implies, it relies on rapidly exploiting the shock of MG &
firepower. The tactic is vulnerable to individual sections Team |®
being caught up in a local flight and falling behind the rest :
of the attack. ®)
Launcher |@
1. The platoon advances in extended line at a brisk Team
walking pace with the vehicle gunners engaging targets -
on the objective with HE. A high proportion of the I } ==
dismounted sections will carry tube launched explosive T = ACE
munitions on their shoulders ready to fire. This stage |]
may be conducted under obscuration, with the vehicles ®
navigating using thermal optics and the infantry . MG &
sections following behind their AFV orientated by a [ Team |©
coloured strobe light on the rear of the vehicle. On the
platoon commanders signal and timed to coincide with —
the smoke reducing, the vehicles pause at the ultimate e t=stesty ®
assault line and switch to cannon and machine-gun S } Launcher
fire, which orientates the infantry to the targetif it is Team
still obscured by smoke. A volley of shoulder launched [l
munitions is then fired. Ch
2. After the volley has impacted and detonated across the
objective, the platoon resuming the advance at walking B MG %
pace. The fightis controlled by the section Ultimate Team |@
commanders who remain in the vehicle turrets. Assault
Line
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Mechanised Platoon Assault: G-
- - &
‘Vehicles Tight’ ©| Team
As previously described, the North Torbians will always seek to g Launcher
attack from more than one direction. To ensure greater freedom [I ® Team
of manoeuvre, platoons may deploy in the so-called ‘vehicles [I —
tight’ formation. This places the three AFV closer together and e o
only separated by the half sections of the centre section. The L = =
effect is that the other two sections are complete and better I .
able to manoeuvre from a flank when the opportunity presents 4 ® Launcher
itself. This may occur as follows: ?) Team
1. The platoon advances at a brisk walking pace in extended 1 ——— ] o
line with the vehicle gunners engaging targets on the P } =
objective with HE. This stage may be conducted under ©
obscuration, with the vehicles navigating using Thermal & MG
optics and the infantry sections following behind their AFV I 5 Team
orientated by a coloured strobe light on the rear of the
vehicle. On the platoon commanders signal the vehicles =y _EE@
pause at the ultimate assault line and switch to cannon and s }
machine-gun fire. ®

2. While the remainder of the platoon is static, one of the o | Leuncher
flanking sections, in this case the right-hand one, conducts a ® feam
local flanking attack to clear positions in front of it. 1

3. That sections AFV the then moves forwards to where it will [] } © MG
be protected by its own section fires and moves as far as the } g Team
ultimate assault line where they pause briefly to deliver }
explosive fire. }

4. This leading section then provides fire onto the enemy |
positions in front of the centre section which moves forward Ultimate
to clear them.

5. This process is then repeated by the left flank section. Assault

Line
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Mechanised Platoon
Assault: Section in Reserve

The preferred formation for a platoon to assault is with a
section in reserve in order to give the commander the
flexibility to influence the battle. Importantly, this does not
include the section vehicle which is kept forwards in order
to maintain firepower. (The term 'two sections forward'
would be used to describe deploying with one complete
section including its vehicle to the rear). Options include
but are not limited to achieving a local supporting attack
from a different direction to unlock the enemy defence.

1. The platoon advances in extended line at a brisk
walking pace with the vehicle gunners engaging targets
on the objective with HE. This stage may be conducted
under obscuration, with the vehicles navigating using
Thermal optics and the infantry sections following
behind their AFV orientated by a coloured strobe light
on the rear of the vehicle. On the platoon commanders
signal the vehicles pause at the ultimate assault line
and switch to cannon and machine-gun fire,

2. While the vehicles and the two forward sections are on
the ultimate assault line, the platoon commander then
personally leads the reserve section to shape the
battle. Typically, this will be an outflanking move to
either one side or the other, but it plausibly could be to
unlock the centre.

3. In this example, the reserve section has unlocked the
enemy position from the right flank from which it
provides supporting fire for the other two sections to
clear their objectives. This might be done concurrently
or in sequence.
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Mechanised Platoon Assault: Drop
and Support

The North Torbians are extremely conscious of the vulnerability to
contemporary guided weapons of AFV moving at an infantry pace across an
objective, and the risk is increasing with wider use of UAS. Compounding this,
a small number of intelligent top attack antiarmour mines on an objective also
represent a severe threat. Equally, the provision of sophisticated weapons
sights with thermal capability creates new tactical options, which is further
enhanced if vehicle gunners are able to use drones to acquire targets.
Consequently, they have adopted a new mechanised tactic where the AFV drop
the assault infantry short of the objective and then moved to fire support
positions on the immediate flanks. Preferably these positions are amongst or
inside buildings or within bushes and foliage for protection from guided
weapons. Often, they will reverse into a fire position from the direction of the
objective to ensure they have a clear field of fire directly towards it. An
important feature of this tactic is that it is largely driven and controlled from
the vehicles providing supporting fire, usually under the command of the
platoon senior sergeant. It may be executed as follows:

1. While the objective is under supporting fire the platoon motors towards it
at speed until it reaches the debus point When the infantry shake out into
assault formation.

2. The vehicles continue to the selected fire positions. A single position has
the advantage of requiring fewer dismounted soldiers to keep the vehicle
secure, however firing from multiple angles will give better suppression
and better understanding of what is occurring on the objective. The
gunners use smoke munitions to obscure the objective and engage through
it. The platoon senior sergeant provides a running commentary on the
radio.

3. The platoon advances into the obscuration towards the objective relying on
the firepower of the AFV to maintain suppression until they are warned to
halt by the sergeant, who then coordinates the shifting of the vehicle fires
to allow the platoon to attack individual positions in turn.
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Mechanised Section dismounted formation and Immediate Action to ddntalbse country

Mechanised Section
dismounted formation
and Immediate Action to
contact in close country

The mechanised section normally only forms two
dismounted Groupings, a launcher team and a MG
team. The vehicle weapons are considered the
decisive tool, emphasising thermal sight use under
smoke. The Section commander normally stays
mounted to fight the vehicle and they or the
gunner operate the vehicle drone.

1. The MG team normally move ahead of the IFV
on the opposite side of the route (away from
the vehicle), scanning both sides. If there is
little cover the distance is determined by
safety considerations — far enough away from
the vehicle’s active protection system but
short of where vehicle smoke discharge
canisters will burst. The launcher team move
behind the vehicle, also scanning both sides.
The drone is operated well ahead of the
vehicle in semiautonomous mode.

2. The normal IA is to fire the smoke dischargers
and accelerate aggressively into the nearest
cover and apply machine-gun or cannon fire
towards the enemy. The two teams move off
the track into cover. Their focus is to find
targets for the vehicle which will also use the
drone to correct ‘blind’ cannon fire through
cover
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Chapter SCLOSE COUNTRY DISMOUNTED ACTIONS
Section Formation and Immediate Action Contact Close Country

Section Formation and
Immediate Action Contact
Close Country

The dismounted section forms three groupings or
teams; the Scout team, the launcher team, and the
machine-gun team. Spacing is similar to Western
practice except that teams tend to bunch slightly and
have bigger spaces between them. The commander
moves with and between teams to personally
influence the most important action at any time.

1. The Scout team move a short bound ahead. If
contact is anticipated, one or both soldiers will
have a hand flame & smoke launcher prepared to
fire. The section commander moves next,
navigating. Immediately behind follows the
launcher operator with the tube shouldered and
loaded with HE/TB or smoke. If a drone is used
ahead of the section it will be operated by the
section commander if moving by bounds and by
the section 2 IC if moving continuously.

2. On contact, the Scouts charge very close enemies
but otherwise fire flame-smoke and drop back to
one side of the axis. The launcher immediately
fires an explosive round for shock effect and the
commander leads the launcher team forwards off
the route on the opposite side to the Scouts. The
2IC closes the MG team up on the same side.

3. The commander moves to the MG team and
leads it forwards — slightly forwards to apply
flanking fire on the enemy to enable the other
teams to begin withdrawing or forwards to the
flank to assault the enemy.
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Section Execute Immediate
‘Mouth’ ambush

If 2 dismounted section detects an enemy ahead, the
commander has two options. One is to move the entire
section into cover on one side of the axis, as is done in
Western jungle doctrine. However, normally the North
Torbians prefer not to risk yielding the element of
surprise and choose to engage frontally within an
explosive munition. The method is described as a mouth
ambush because when deployed the two weapons teams
form a mouth and the scouts a tongue. The same method
is used if an armoured vehicle is encountered but the
teams may move further to the flank to ensure minimum
arming distances for antiarmour weapons.

1. The dismounted section advances in three teams.

2. When the enemy is pre-seen, the scout team will
attempt to halt in cover on one side of the axis.
Section commander gives the signal for a mouth
ambush and the launcher team close up and move off
the axis on the Scouts side. Concurrently the
machine-gun team move off on the opposite side. The
distance they move is determined by the need to
keep surprise and visibility considerations. The scouts,
the launcher gunner and the commander will usually
be very close in order that they all engage together.

3. The ambush is sprung by firing an explosive munition.
The commander will not normally remain static after
the initial burst of fire. Either they will immediately
push the two weapons teams forwards alternately to
envelop the ambush site (accepting the risk of firing
towards own elements), or they will rapidly withdraw.
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